
WITHIN MASSACHUSETTS’ borders are the ancestral homelands 
of four Indigenous nations: Wampanoag, Nipmuc, Pocumtuk, Mahican. 
However, colonial encroachment seized land and disrupted Indigenous 
ways of life. The largest groups remaining are the Aquinnah Wampanoag 
(Martha’s Vineyard), Mashpee Wampanoag (Cape Cod), Herring Pond 
Wampanoag (south Plymouth); and the Nipmuc nation (central Mass.). 
These historic tribes live where they always have, trace direct kinship 
from pre-contact ancestors, and maintain traditional governments.
 Mashpee and Aquinnah are now federally recognized tribes, having 
direct relationships with the Federal government. Herring Pond and 
Nipmuc are state recognized. These statutes afford tribes some ability 
to maintain intact communities after the destruction of  


